THE  DOGMAS  OF   AUTHORITARIANISM
this sincere and often attractive writer, whose cool taking for
granted of what is to many of us the delirious negation of
common sense, of history, of experience, of reason, alternately
exasperates and amuses the modern reader, but it is time to
estimate in conclusion the essential meaning and influence of
Maistre's work. Putting aside his hasty generalizations and
his nai've prejudices, and leaving to those it may concern his
philosophy of authority in the Catholic Church, we may agree
with his principal biographer, Cogordan, that the permanent
value of his writings lies in a wholesome warning against an
optimistic belief in the power of man to improvise anything
worth while in matters political and social, in a valuable re-
minder of the part that must be played by development and
growth in human affairs—a lesson which it is ever useful to
keep before one's mind.
Further, it is certain that de Maistre's works have played a
real part in the revival of Catholic Ultramontanism and in the
successful struggle against political and ecclesiastical Liberalism.
But in spite of the eulogies and vaunted indebtedness ascribed
to him by Maurras and his school we cannot see that his
philosophy has really contributed to any appreciable extent
to the philosophy of latter-day authoritarianism; the utmost
that can be said is that it found in Maistre a useful statement
of part of its case, a valuable armoury of pseudo-scientific
considerations and arguments and a useful champion of
indefensible methods of propaganda.
It is advisedly that we have just used the term " pseudo-
scientific." Maistre boasts of being scientific, a " realist,'^ but
of scientific method he has not a glimmering idea. Few writers
have lacked so utterly the objective detachment which marks
the scientist, the capacity for recognizing and pursuing un-
expected and unpalatable truth ; few on the contrary have
more steadfastly taken their imaginations for truth and their
desires and prejudices for proved facts. If anyone has equalled
Rousseau for sheer subjectivism, that person was Maistre, who
" identified a state of society that was but an incident in the
life of mankind with a necessary and God-conceived universal
order, thus remaining all his life under the spell of those pictures

